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Senator Bye, Representative Walker and distinguished members of the 

Appropriations Committee, my name is Kevin Zingler.  I am the Executive 

Director of MARC, Inc. of Manchester, a nonprofit organization that provides Day, 

Residential, Respite, Personal Supports, Supported Employment and 

Transportation Services to individuals with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities. Every day we serve over 275 people with disabilities and employ over 

224 staff in the region.  We are an organizational member of Arc of CT and 

recently merged CT Community Non Profit Alliance.  I am here today to share my 

concerns with House Bill 5044: An Act Making Adjustments to State 

Expenditures for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2017. 

 

As a partner with the Development of Developmental Services (DDS) we 

are concerned with proposed cuts of 5.75% or $59 million dollars to the DDS 

budget.  This proposed cut coupled with previous reductions, has unfortunately 

brought us to a point were for the first time in our states great history, a waiting 

list has been established for individuals seeking employment and day services as 

they transition out of high school. This list coupled with the 2,000 individuals on 
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the waiting list for residential supports brings grave concern to me concerning the 

future direction of services for individuals with intellectual disabilities in our state. 

Over the past several years, as the budget has been reduced, we have 

worked in partnership with DDS to create and develop efficient ways of providing 

services despite the economic realities faced.  To this end we have on occasion 

had to provide additional services with reduced and/or without reimbursement to 

ensure the health and safety of individuals we support.  

In addition to the cuts, I am concerned about the Governor’s proposal to 

move to a fee for service system by moving community residential services from 

DDS to the Department of Social Services.  While I think that this proposal is 

merit of consideration, I ask that you consider the short term and long term 

effects of such a change and ask you to consider the following items: 

 Establishment of an overight council made of various 
stakeholders (including nonprofit providers) that has the power to 
set Medicat rate approval and authority to ensure such rats are 
fair for services. 

 The hiring of a managed care expert to guide the transition.  

 A proposed timeline for this transition. 

 Establishment of a fund to support non-reoccurring transition 
costs and reduce unfunded mandates. 

 Identification and implementation of best practices from States 
that provide fee for service systems. 

These recommendations are key components to ensure the successful 

launch of a fee to service / managed care service in Connecticut.  Thank you for 

your time and consideration.  If you have any additional questions please do not 

hesitate to contact me. 

 

Respectively Submitted, 

 

Kevin Zingler, Executive Director 
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